
In this week’s passage, Jesus once again announces His mission to His disciples, and once again, they fail  to grasp what He is 
telling them. To make maƩers worse, they get involved in a dispute amongst themselves about who is the greatest. Jesus 

then takes an opportunity to teach these men about what true greatness actually means. 

Simply Following Jesus – Mark  9:30-41 

                                                 When Faith Becomes About Me 

 

What pracƟcal acƟons have you idenƟfied which you are willing to commit to puƫng into pracƟce this week?  

Have you idenƟfied any areas of pride and selfishness in your life? If so, how can you begin to address those issues and pur-
sue true greatness, according to Jesus’ definiƟon? 

Have you developed a “tribal” mentality when it comes to ChrisƟans outside of your own church, denominaƟon or tradiƟon? 
If so, how can you encourage and support those outside of your own circles in their ministries? 

Do you have an ego problem in your own life? Ask yourself the following diagnosƟc quesƟons: 

In your conversaƟons with others, are you eager to talk about yourself, or are you genuinely interested in the other person and what they 
are saying? 

Are you willing to do work that you know will not gain you any recogniƟon? 

Are you willing to spend Ɵme with people who may be unpopular and overlooked by others? 

Are you jealous when other people are recognized for their achievements? 

Do you regularly think about the needs of others and how you can help to meet those needs? 

Are you passionate to see God’s name glorified, even at the expense of your own reputaƟon? 

Do you know any ChrisƟans who are “not in your tribe”? These could be people in other churches, denominaƟons or tradiƟons, or 
those with whom you disagree strongly about certain secondary issues. If so, what is your reacƟon when you see them doing work in 
Christ’s name? 

Read Mark 9:30‐32. What was Jesus’ primary mission? Why were the disciples afraid to ask Him about it? 

Read Mark 9:33‐37. According to Jesus, what must you do in order to be great? How does this contrast with the world’s way 
of thinking about greatness? 

Read Mark 9:38‐41. Why was John upset that someone was doing miracles in Jesus’ name? Why did Jesus instruct His disci-
ples to allow people to do it? 


