PREACHING CURRICULUM

Testing the Spirits
1 John 4:1-6
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Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God...

R EV I EW T H E S E RM O N LEADER NOTES: %na?guprglgrﬁsygtfjfcr:r;esrgrbn%%tczgptill %Jltntgelr notes and review the

Read 1 John 4:1-6. What does it mean to “test the spirits”? When John uses the word “spirit” in this passage, what is he
talking about? How might these spirits be communicating with us?

According to John, how can we discern the difference between the Spirit of God and the spirit of antichrist? Between the
Spirit of truth and the spirit of error? What are two tests we can apply in order to tell the difference?

See verse 2. What does it mean to confess that “Jesus Christ has come in the flesh”? In what ways might this truth be de-
nied?

What resources do we have available to us to help us combat the spirit of error? What assistance can we gain from them?

AS S ES S YO U R LI F E LEADER NOTES: Evaluate the condition of your lives in relation to the truth from
God's Word. Encourage heart examination, (12-15 mins)

Why is false teaching such a challenge to the church today? What is it about our modern world that makes false teaching so
widespread and difficult to deal with?

How might the “spirit of antichrist” express itself today? What are some common ways people deny Jesus Christ in our day
and age?

A P P LY T H E T RU T H LEADER NOTES: Create a list of ways to close the gap between your lives and the
truth of the Bible. Be practical and intentional. (12-15 mins)

How do we apply the two tests John mentions to our situation today? Why is it so important and necessary that we learn to
test the spirits?

What sources of unbiblical teaching are you most likely to be influenced by? How might you grow in discernment in order to
help you combat the lies you hear from these sources?

COM M I T T H I S W E E K LEADER NOTES: Call your small group members to make a commitment and get
he group working together to follow-up with each other. (9-12)

How can we help each other sharpen our skills of discernment? Are there any practical steps we can take?
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