PREACHING CURRICULUM

Love is Not an Option
1 John 3:11-24
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‘..love is a necessary and foundational aspect of biblical Christian life...”

R EV I EW T H E S E RM O N LEADER NOTES: %naﬁguprgigrﬁsygtfjfcr:r;esrgrbn%%fazgtilé%tnt?)eir notes and review the

What thoughts come to your mind as you consider just how fragile we really are?
How have you seen, experienced or participated in the natural bent of humanity towards meanness and cruelty?

How are Christians called to act differently? How is love a call upon the whole body of Christ?

AS S ES S YO U R LI F E LEADER NOTES: Evaluate the condition of your lives in relation to the truth from
God’s Word. Encourage heart examination, (12-15 mins)

Does an encounter with Ultimate Love, compel you to love? Why should it?
Do you love other people? How do you show that love?

How has blessing others been a blessing to you?

A P P LY T H E T RU T H LEADER NOTES: Create a list of ways to close the gap between your lives and the
truth of the Bible. Be practical and intentional. (12-15 mins)

Contrast the world’s definition of love as an emotion and the Christian definition of love. How is Christian love a verb?
How is genuine Christian love a mark of a genuine Christian?

Is true love affirmed in you by loving the fringes of society? Who are the fringes of society that you are in contact with, and
what are some ways that you can specifically show them love?

Are you showing biblical (sometimes tough) love in your relationships? What is tough love, and why or when does it become
necessary?

COM M I T T H I S W E E K LEADER NOTES: Call your small group members to make a commitment and get
the group working together to follow-up with each other. (9-12)

How is God affirming the authenticity of your faith as you love (working out your salvation) in a time that is highlighting where
your hope truly is?
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